Clare Merlin
Cool (FILT) Tool

Tool name: Educreations

URL: www.educreations.com
Recommended flipped/inverted educational uses: 
Educreations is a tool that educators can use to create visual and auditory explanations of curriculum topics or course content. Educreations allows educators to narrate these content explanations (or “lessons”) and post them onto the Educreations Web site for their students to view. These lessons can be created using the Educreations app for iPads or on desktop computers with Flash. Users can choose for lessons to be visible only to their students, to anyone in their school, or to the general public. Educreations can be used to create the flipped content lessons that students watch at home prior to attending class and applying the content they have learned. Students also have the ability to create lessons, which could lead to generative learning activities in which teachers ask students to create media their classmates must watch to learn about educational topics.
Additionally, educators can browse lessons created by others and posted to Educreations, which they can add to their own classes’ Educreations spaces for their students to view. This feature helps educators to flip their classrooms without having to spend time creating video lessons for every subject.

URL of sample educational uses:

Blogs and Websites:

· General review and tutorial video of Educreations: https://edshelf.com/tool/educreations
· Article describing how teachers are using Educreations: http://blogs.kqed.org/mindshift/2012/12/smartboard-make-way-for-educreations/
· Explanation and tutorial video of Educreations app: http://hackeducation.com/2011/12/12/educreations-diy-whiteboard-video-tutorials-on-the-ipad/
· Specific ideas and video tutorials for using Educreations to teach students: http://www.appsinclass.com/educreations.html
· Overview of Educreations and 12-minute tutorial video: http://www.teq.com/blog/2013/05/flip-your-classroom-with-educreations/#.UjSfhD-2Yf0 
Video tutorials:

· 6-minute video tutorial of the Educreations iPad app: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oer20QtZdMo \
· 7-minute video tutorial of the Educreations iPad app: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Am8zUWZMeAs 

Comments/reflections upon possible flipped/inverted use of this tool:

· The basic features of Educreations make it user-friendly for teachers, but may make it appear too juvenile for higher education.  Courses that use diagrams or detailed pictures could benefit from using the tool, however, because they could narrate over the lesson to explain those pictures and diagrams. Higher education instructors may prefer using a similar but more mature-looking tool like Explain Everything (www.explaineverything.com).
· The simplicity of Educreations makes it attractive to use, but there are some slightly problematic aspects of the tool when it is used to create lessons. For instance, if a user records a narration but makes a mistake and wants to start over, the entire lesson— text and pictures included— is erased. This is both confusing and frustrating. Similarly, once a lesson is saved and posted, it cannot be edited again. 
· Though Educreations seems that it could be quite useful when flipping classrooms, it may not be advanced enough to support an entire class or school’s flipping needs. If other tools are used to record or host videos that communicate learning content, it may be complicated for students to have some videos posted on Educreations, but others posted elsewhere. 
· Educreations videos can be embedded into other websites (a potential solution to the problem described above), but only if those videos have been selected as ones to be viewed publicly. If a teacher chooses for his or her videos to only be viewed by his/her own students, the videos can only be viewed on the Educreations website.
