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CoolFILTTool

Jane Core Yatzeck


Tool Name:  Quizlet
URL:  Learners using a personal computer or laptop can utilize http://quizlet.com/ to access this program from the Web 
Learners who are accessing the Internet via iPads or smart phones can find Quizlet App in the iTunes App Store or in the Android Marketplace where it is downloadable free of charge.  (Android users may need to check Google Play to find Quizlet for a while, though, because the Android version of the app was just released on September 17, 2013.).
Recommended flipped/inverted educational use(s):

Instructors can use this “CoolTool” to create sets of digital flashcards for students to view anywhere they have Internet access.  These flashcards can make use of text only, or a combination of text and pictures to illustrate or explain a concept.  Students (and their parents at some levels) can then work with these cards in study and game formats to preview, learn, memorize, or review information.  Users can also search a vast library of public flashcard decks that have already been created by teachers and students.  This could be a good resource for teachers or students who are looking for flashcards on a certain topic either for comparison to their current tools or ideas for future study tools.  Students can also use Quizlet independently or in groups to create their own study tools. 
URL of sample educational uses: 

http://billcprice.com/futureimperfect/2013/02/11-ways-to-supercharge-your-teaching-with-quizlet-com/
This is a teacher blog about how one secondary teacher is encouraging his students to use Quizlet to study and learn.
http://quizlet.com/5181422/boone-r1-flash-cards/
This set of flashcards was designed for an ELL student in second grade who was struggling to “see” and retain concepts in social studies and science.  The student was able to review the flashcards both with her ELL tutor at school and at home with her family.
https://www.edsurge.com/n/quizlet-s-growth-puts-it-on-the-top-of-the-edtech-stack
This is a good article that provides background information on the start-up company that offered Quizlet, and continues to develop it, beginning with Quizlet’s creation by Adam Sutherland as a 15-year-old high school student.  It also provides statistical data about day-to-day use of Quizlet worldwide, and Mr. Sutherland speaks about ideas for the company’s future, such as his resolution not to sell software to school districts.

Comments/reflections upon possible FILT use of this tool:

I like this tool for flipped or inverted instruction because it is simple and requires almost no training to grasp.  It speaks to the Bergmann and Sams recommendations that flipped learning be “simple and replicable.”  Quizlet also seems to add another layer to FILT beyond recorded lectures, since it provides an opportunity for more interaction and class discussion through the discussion tab, although this feature is new and I haven’t been able to find an example of it being used “in action.” It appears that the discussion stream would flow in a sidebar of the screen while students were studying; students can comment on the specific flashcard set they are utilizing and the number of students studying a flashcard set at one time is unlimited.  I also like that Quizlet’s study mode gives students feedback on their progress when they use the test section or the 2 game sections; the test section gives a test then scores the number of items correct out of the whole set, while the game sections track the length of time it takes for a student to correctly match the 2 sides of the flashcards and encourages replay for faster matching in an effort to create automaticity of the concepts covered in the flashcard set.
Affordances: 
· The Quizlet flashcard library has many public flashcard sets to browse for flashcard examples or to use directly for instruction.
· Teachers can have students find specific flashcard decks without having to create their own Quizlet account.  Teachers only need to give students the subject area and set name and students can browse all public flashcard sets without signing in.
· Quizlet permits you to edit a flashcard set again and again (forever!)

· Student users with their own accounts and all Teacher users can create flashcard sets.
· Quizlet allows you to share a flashcard set publicly. There are limited privacy settings; public sets are accessible to any user, private sets that allow you to keep flashcards for your own use only. 

· Quizlet flashcard sets can be saved as URLs and can be linked to content created with other Internet tools, such as Edline, Edmodo, Blackboard, etc.

· The teacher account (upgraded and costing $25 annually) permits users to load their own images. With the addition of this option, the possibilities for educational Quizlet use seem endless.  As an example, users could take pictures of the steps of solving an equation in math, or watching experimental phenomena unfold in science classes, using this tool to create sequencing cards, each displaying a picture in the sequence and a written explanation of the particular sequence step.
Constraints: 

· Quizlet requires Internet access to create or view flashcard sets.

· Any person who creates a Quizlet account can create and title flashcard sets. The information in these flashcards is not screened in any way before it is shared publicly, and therefore may not be accurate or objective enough for instructional use.

· The Quizlet App from iTunes required OS 5.0 or newer for iPad or iPhone use. This means some older phones and iPod Touch devices will not load the app. 
· Quizlet flashcards will only upload still images (.jpeg. or .png. files). They will not display videos.

· Quizlet’s free account option does not permit users to upload any of their own images; free account users are limited to the stock images available in the Quizlet image library.  Users can upgrade to an account that lets you upload any still image for an annual fee (Teachers $25, Students $15); utilizing this option will require access to a digital device with a camera or loading your photos from a digital camera onto your computer or laptop.  Also, occasionally, pictures from the Quizlet library become unavailable; I have not found an explanation as to why.

· Advertisements appear in the sidebars when using the Quizlet program or apps with free accounts.

